	 Newsletter

“Trailblazing the path less travelled by”

                            28 July 2010
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	Important Dates

30 July

Farewell to visiting Hong Kong group

11:45am Gladstone Primary enrolment visit

3 August

9:00am – 12:00pm Open Morning

English Australasian Testing 

Central Zone Boys Basketball

4 August

1:25pm School Cross Country

5 August

Central Zone Girls Netball

6 August

Central Zone Boys Netball

11 August

11:05am Ponsonby Intermediate School Speech finals

12 August

Central Zone Girls Basketball

16 August

6:00pm Board of Trustees meeting

17 August

Maths Australasian Testing

7:30pm Auckland Science Fair Prizegiving


	
	Term 3

Welcome to a busy Term Three at Ponsonby Intermediate. Term Three is ten weeks long, finishing on Friday 24 September.

As usual there are a huge range of activities occurring throughout the term. The biggest being our Cross Country Run, which will be held on the afternoon of 4 August. Regular Sporting activities include the Monday evening Basketball League at the North Shore Event Centre, Thursday evening Netball competition at the North Harbour Netball Stadium and Friday evening Waterpolo, at the Henderson Aquatic Centre. Our Ski Team is also in training for their upcoming competition. Other sports teams will represent our school in the Auckland Central Zone Intermediate Schools competitions for: 

Cross Country, Basketball, Netball, Hockey, Gymnastics and Volleyball.

Major events occurring this term are;

Open Morning for Year 6 students to view our school in action on 3 and 24 August and an Open evening on 8 September. Module Subject Conferences will be held on the evening of 26 August. Australian Testing dates for this term are English 3 August and Maths 17 August. The Speech contest finals will be held on the morning of 11 August. The biannual Maths-athon is underway, testing is next Friday, and our Mathex team is in full training for their forthcoming competition at the ASB Stadium on the evening of 19 August. The annual Art Exhibition will be held in the last week of term. Planning and preparation for our biannual “Culture Week” theme study is also in full swing. This will be held in Week 6 of this term from 23 to 27 August. Construction has begun on our new hall, which means we have no hall at the moment. We miss it already!

Enrolments for 2011

If your child is intending to come to Ponsonby Intermediate next year could you please enrol them through the office, as soon as possible. It greatly assists our organisation for next year if we get these enrolments early. Especially those that are ‘Out of Zone’. Out of Zone enrolments close on the last day of Term 3, Friday 24 September.

Science and Technology Fair

On the afternoon of Wednesday 21st July Ponsonby Intermediate School held its annual Science and Technology Fair. It was a brilliant evening and a great showcase for our students to show their skills and knowledge in Science. We would like to thank all the parents and caregivers who attended the Fair and gave us marvellous feedback. We selected twelve students to represent our school at the NIWA Science Technology Fair in mid-August (dates to be confirmed). They were all awarded Certificates of Excellence.




	They are:  (in no particular order):

Alex Boyd, Bertie Carnell, Marlon Drake, Ruby Payne, Eva Murphy, Anya Cropper, Isobel Edwards, Zachary Engle, Jesse Neville, Toby Ellis and Cato Refiti.

Well done, we are very proud of you all.

Last but not least we extend an awesome thank you to all the Science and Technology Fair participants. 
Mrs Margaret Marsick and Mr Melvin Spencer-Smith

School Cross Country

Date:
Wednesday 4 August 2010 

Time:
Assemble at 1:25pm sharp

Events:
Year 7 Girls - 1:00pm



Year 7 Boys – 1:45pm



Year 8 Girls – 2:00pm



Year 8 Boys – 2:15pm


             Non-Championship Runners – 2:30pm

Race Information

All students are required to run the Cross-Country unless they have a legitimate note (medical reasons).

· All non-runners sit with their Houses.

· Students are to run in full PE gear and appropriate sports shoes.

· There will be a “Mountain Bike” race leader for the front-runners to follow.

· The first 10 place-getters in each championship race need to report to the Chief recorder, Ms Sussex.

· All runners must stay in finishing order after crossing the finish line, and then report to their house recorder.

· Runners must report to Ms Matafeo and obtain “pass” card before entering the buildings area to use the toilets or drinking facilities. 

· If your child needs an asthma inhaler please ensure they bring it on the day.

Please come along and support our athletes.
New Teacher

Welcome to Ms Naidoo, the new Room 23 Form Class teacher and English teacher for Rooms 15, 30 and 23.
Open Mornings and Evening
We have Open Mornings on the 3 August and 24 August between 9:00am and 12:00pm. We also have an Open Evening on 8 September, 7:00pm–7:45pm.
	
	Appointments to meet with the Principal can be made through the office. Tours of the school in action can 

also be arranged.

Councillors’ Comment
Hi everyone, this week we have had the pleasure of hosting an exchange group from Hong Kong. It has been two and a half weeks since our own Hong Kong exchange group has come back and they have told some amazing stories of their own trip. Check out their blog on Knowledge Net. 

As you may have noticed we do not have a hall, so we will be having our assemblies outside when it’s fine and in the Tech Dome when it’s raining. 

This week’s riddle, for 100 house points is: pot oooooooo  what does this mean? Go and see Mrs McIntosh to claim your house points if you get this right.
Northcote College

Out of zone enrolment applications for 2011 close 01 September 2010. See www.northcote.school.nz

Careers

We are looking for a business/businesses that would be suitable for our careers group to visit on Thursday afternoons, as we would like to present an interesting and varied programme to  our students and we are a few visits short.

If you could help us in this regards, please contact Karin Jackson on karinj@ponsint.school.nz.
Westlake Boys High School Enrolments for 2011

3 & 4 August In Zone Interviews 

(3rd 12noon – 8pm, 4th 12noon – 4pm)

10 & 11 August Out of Zone Interviews (10th 9am – 8pm, 11th 9am – 4pm)

1 September Closing Date for Out of Zone Applications

4 September Closing Date for Music and Sports Institute Applications

6 September Ballot held

9 September Last date for notification to parents.



