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“Trailblazing the path less travelled by”

                            24 February 2009
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	Important Dates

25 February

Central Zone Boys Tennis

26 February

12:30pm Milo Cup Cricket vs Auck. Normal Int.

2 March

Central Zone Girls Softball  Field Day

4 March

Central Zone Boys Softball 

Field Day

9 March

Central Zone Swimming Competition at Diocesan School

11 March

Student Led Conferences for Term 1 Module subjects

18 March

School Photographs

12:30pm  Students sent home due to Teachers Union meetings. More information in next newsletter

30 March

7:00pm Showcase

31 March 

Central Zone Girls Cricket

7:00pm Showcase

1 April

3:10pm Term one ends 


	
	The Reporting Process

The Ponsonby Intermediate reporting process is as follows:

Every term a report will come home. This will contain grades for every subject area. The grades are for effort and achievement. All grades are compared against Level 4 of the National Curriculum. Year Seven students are progressing towards achievement at Level 4 and Year Eight students are expected to be achieving at Level 4. The mid year (Term Two) report for Year Eight students will also contain Form Teacher comments, as will the end of year report for Year Sevens. The Year Eights’ need a full report mid year for High School enrolment. The third term report will include a report of your child’s achievement, measured against the National Standards in Reading, Writing and Numeracy.

Student Led Conferences with parents, teachers and the student also occur throughout the year. The Module subjects have conferences half way through their programme – usually about Week Six of each term. The module subjects are Art, Performing Arts, Music, Science, Food and Biotechnology, Textiles and Design, Structures and Mechanisms, Social Sciences and Learning Languages. The Core subjects (all of the others) will have four evenings of Conferences in the middle of the year.

Meetings with relevant teachers can also be arranged by appointment, to discuss individual students.

Student Led Conferences

On Thursday 11 March from 3:30pm to 8:00pm the Module subjects (Art, Music, Performing Arts, Science, Structures and Mechanisms, Food and Bio Technology, Textiles and Design, Social Sciences and Learning Languages), will be holding their Mid Term Conferences. 

The Module subjects are the equivalent of one period a week for the whole year condensed into four periods a week for one term. The Mid Point Conference is to evaluate progress and to set goals for the remainder of the term in those subjects. Module subjects will change each term for the individual students. Over the year everyone will cover the eight subjects. Two subjects per term. 

Bookings can be made at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz using the school code YWUU4 (case sensitive). If you do not have access to the internet, bookings can be made online at the school office.

Board of Trustees Elections 2010

The tri-annual Board of Trustees Elections take place in May 2010. Several of our Board will be retiring due to the fact that their children have moved on to high school. We will be calling for nominations for the Election by mid March. If you 


	are interested or know of someone who may be interested, we would like to hear from you. 

If you would like to know more about becoming a Board member please give the Principal, Wim Boxen a call

Student Safety (repeat notice)

At the front gate on Clarence Street there are painted yellow lines which indicate that there should be no stopping or parking. These lines are there for reasons of safety. We also have a teacher on duty at the gate for safety reasons. While the majority of parents have proven to be responsible and have not picked up their children on these yellow lines there have been incidents when the teacher on duty has had to remind people about the existence of the yellow lines and the need for caution.

Clarence Street gets very busy at 3:10pm with children being picked up. This situation turns into a traffic jam on wet days, with the whole street getting blocked up. This creates a very dangerous situation for hundreds of children exiting the school all at once.
There are alternatives to picking up your child at the front gate at 3:10pm. Firstly we have a rear car park at the bottom of Sheehan Street where there is far less traffic. Your child could meet you there. Another idea is to avoid the ‘Rush’ altogether, which only ever lasts 10 minutes, and pick your child up 10 – 15 minutes later than usual. 

The main car park on Clarence Street can not be used for picking up or dropping off children.

Education Outside The Classroom
All students are involved in a wide variety of activities every Wednesday for Term 1 and the first few weeks of Term 2,  between 10:45am and 3:00pm.

 If you are interested and are able to assist with supervision please contact your child's Form Room Teacher. 

This programme is totally funded through the Activity Costs as stated in the 2010 charges. 
Swimming Sports

On Tuesday 16 February the Ponsonby Intermediate Swimming Sports took place at Point Erin Pools. All students were encouraged to participate in at least two events with house points being awarded throughout the day. Congratulations to Totara house, this year’s overall swimming champion!


	
	Thank you to all the parents/spectators who attended the event.

The Ponsonby swim team will compete at the Auckland Central Zone Championships held at Diocesan School on the 9th March. Good luck to you all. 

Australasian Tests

The closing date for enrolling in the Australasian Schools’ Competition is Friday 5 March. Testing is for Science, English, Writing, Spelling, Computer Skills and Mathematics. Students are able to participate in any or all of these. The entry fee is $7.50 per test, $17.00 for the hand marked Writing Competition and $9.50 for the Spelling test – a total of $57.00 for all of the competitions. 

We are unable to accept entries after 5 March.

School Web Site

Check out our new website at,

www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz.

At the school website you are able to enrol for automatic downloads of our fortnightly newsletter. Please log in and have a look. Constructive comments
about the site are welcome. Address any such comments to andyw@ponsint.school.nz
Hats and Uniforms

All students should have received their uniforms. The uniform includes a school hat which must be worn throughout Terms One and Four. All items should be clearly named.
Discount On School Fees

We are extending the offer of a 5% discount on school fees until 31 March 2010, if the fee and donation request is paid in full. 

The Financial Literacy Academy
Evening workshops where children can learn face to face with other like minded students and further develop their budgeting skills. There is a focus on remaining debt free for life. 

There are eight one hour classes covering, Goal Setting, Budgeting and Saving, Debt and Asset Management, Mortgages, Kiwisaver, Preparing for Tertiary Education and the Workforce and more. 

Enquiries to the Duffy Twins. Ph 027 555 8825. Email, twins@duffyclub.co.nz

	Ponsonby Intermediate School

Phone: 09 376 0096,  Fax: 09 376 1096,  email: office@ponsint.school.nz    Website:    www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz




The following is a report from Sienna Mark Brown who graduated from Ponsonby Intermediate School last year. Sienna won a very prestigious award in the 2009 Auckland Science and Technology Fair. As part of her award she is expected to create a report of her experience which we have published below. The following report will also be published in the Ponsonby Press. Congratulations again Sienna.

Practice Makes Perfect for Science Fair Winner
 
Sienna Mark-Brown (12) of Ponsonby Intermediate was recently selected to participate in an interesting week at the prestigious ‘Royal Society of New Zealand’ Realise the Dream science fair event. Sienna Mark-Brown was accepted to ‘Realise the Dream’ after her school science fair project won first prize in her category of Living World and a special silver award for ‘Investigations in Sport Science’ sponsored by Totara Club, Epsom at the Auckland NIWA Science Fair competition. 


Her project focused on testing whether mental practice, physical practice or no practice at all was the most effective way to practice. She studied these results using a soccer skill test as an example. Fifteen contestants were involved and spent 3 weeks participating in a variety of physical and mental tests. Her award winning project is up on display at the Leys Institute Library, Ponsonby.


“This whole experience has been incredibly rewarding and I have gained a lot from it, educationally, socially, skilfully and knowledgably”. states Sienna. “We all had a lot of fun and I would encourage all students to give it a go and participate in their school  science fair”.


This two part event consists of a six day experience in Wellington in which twenty nine students from all over New Zealand, and five international students were chosen to participate in a series of fun and educational activities and will return again to Wellington in March for a celebratory awards dinner. Many amazing prizes are up for offer including trips to the Beijing and Taiwan science fair events and cash prizes of up to $7000 awarded to outstanding student projects at the special prize giving in March. The event sponsored by The Royal Society of New Zealand, Genesis Energy, UNESCO and Dairy NZ takes place every year in Wellington and gives young budding scientists a chance to grow, learn and interact with each other.  

                             
For anyone who is interested in Realise the Dream and science fair projects visit 

www.realisethedream.org.nz <http://realisethedream.org.nz>  for details about how to enter and how to get involved with science fair projects through schools and programmes such as ‘Crest’. Just get involved and you may be able to experience the amazing opportunity that Sienna and many other students have been lucky enough tobe involved in.


Sienna Mark-Brown

