	 Newsletter

“Trailblazing the path less travelled by”

                            16 June 2010
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	Important Dates

17 June

9:45am – 1:45pm Auckland Girls Grammar Workshops for Year 8 girls

21 June

6:00pm BOT meeting

22 June

ICAS testing for Spelling and Writing

6:30pm J Rock Performance at the ASB Theatre – Aotea Centre

23 June

Central Zone Boys Hockey Tournament

7:30pm Hong Kong Trip meeting

25 June

Hong Kong group departs

30 June

Central Zone Girls Hockey Tournament

7:00pm Showcase
Rooms 8, 9 & 28

1 July

7:00pm Showcase

Rooms 3 & 17 

Jazz Band

2 July 

Last day of Term 2

19 July

First day of Term 3

Visiting school from Hong Kong arrive
	
	Facebook

We are increasingly hearing concerns relating to student use of Facebook. Firstly, we have become aware that quite a few of our students have signed up for Facebook accounts which they shouldn’t be able to do, as many students are below the allowable age. 
Concerns such as peer pressure, bullying, put downs, swearing, and other issues are occurring with increasing frequency.

Although this is all happening out of school time, it obviously impacts on students here at school and their every day well being.
We ask if you could please check if your child has a Face Book account and if they do, could you check it’s content.
Positive Puberty

For the second half of Term 3 Health lessons will be focusing on “Positive Puberty”.  The learning outcomes for this unit will enable students to work towards achievement of Health and Physical Education guidelines mentioned in the New Zealand Curriculum 2007.

This unit of work will provide students with the knowledge, understanding, and skills to develop positive attitudes towards the changes that they will experience during puberty.

Through the key concepts of this unit, students will learn about:

· The physical, mental and emotional, social, and spiritual growth and development that occur, and the new needs that arise during puberty;

· Strategies to manage the changes they will experience;

· Factors that influence their choices during puberty (including their families, their peers, the media, and religious and cultural beliefs);

· Their own feelings and their rights and responsibilities;

· How to identify instances of discrimination and take positive action in such cases.

If you wish your son / daughter to be withdrawn from the class while a specific activity is being taught, please make this known in writing to the Principal before Monday 16 August.                   Nick Wilson & Matt Bennie (Health & P.E.Teachers)

Mathematics up date

During Term 2 all students have been learning about Statistics and Probability. All students will have completed a statistical inquiry by the end of term, which will be assessed. Most students have enjoyed carrying out their own statistical inquiry.  REEP this term has been all about algebra. 
Next term there will be a Math-a-thon. We hope to raise heaps of money so that 



	we can get more equipment and resources for all maths classrooms. The Math-a-thon will be based on a basic facts test.Fiona MacGregor (Maths Coordinator)

Table Tennis Report

This year we were able to enter two doubles teams in both the boys and girls sections and two singles players in each.

Thursday 10th June was a beautiful day; however being inside the Gilles Ave Table Tennis Centre was probably the coldest place in Auckland. After half an hour of practise we had warmed up and the competition got under way. Rousseau and Simon were finding the boys singles fairly tough going, especially against the Auckland Normal Boys.  Stella was winning most of her games and so were Frankie and Benji (doubles). Unfortunately for Sacha, Madeline, Georgia, Brooke, Ben & Nelson (doubles) they were not able to make it into the play-offs.

Congratulations to Frankie and Benji for making the play offs and also Stella. A big thank you to Mr Wilson who ran the trials and training and Rousseau’s parents for providing transport.

Lit Quiz Team

On Tuesday 8th June two teams of four players each, represented Ponsonby Intermediate School in the Auckland heats of the annual Kids’ Lit Quiz held at St. Cuthbert’s College. Our heat featured 28 teams all vying for the chance to represent Auckland at the National Final in Wellington, and possibly to go on to the International Championship in Edinburgh, Scotland

later this year.

The competition featured ten themed rounds of ten questions apiece. Each team got to select a round they could double their points on. Both Ponsonby teams chose the “Mythical Beings” round for double points. 
The questions on the night were challenging and the competition fierce. The organiser mentioned several times over the course of the night how high and close scoring the evening’s quiz had been.

In the end the winners, with 87 points, were Belmont Intermediate who took out the National Title last year. Ponsonby A team came 10th, with 72.5 points. Ponsonby B team ranked 12th, with 68.5 points. Both teams worked steadily to prepare for the quiz and participated on the night with great enthusiasm. Their efforts are to be commended.

	
	Ponsonby A Team – Christian Bilby, Ruby Payne, Tony Kamberi, Arlo Alexander-Meylan. Ponsonby B Team – Matilda Boese-Wong, Bertie Carnell, Ollie Clifton, Marlon Drake. Mrs Matafeo & Ms Dokter (Team Coaches)
Showcase

Showcase for Term Two, Performing Arts and Music will be held in the School Hall on the evenings of Wednesday 30 June and Thursday 1 July, 7:00 – 8:00pm approximately. On Wednesday evening Rooms 8, 9 and 28 will be performing and on Thursday, Rooms 3 and 17 will be on display along with the Jazz Band. Parents are invited along to view their child's work.

Enrolments for 2011
If your child is intending to come to Ponsonby Intermediate next year could you please enrol them through the office as soon as possible. It greatly assists our organisation if we get these early. We have Open Mornings for parents and students to view the School “In Action”:

9:00am - 12:00pm Tuesday 3rd August

9:00am - 12:00pm Tuesday 24th August

We also have an Open Evening on 7th September, 7:00pm–7:45pm. Tours of the school can be arranged during normal school hours. Appointments to meet with the Principal can be made through the office: email office@ponsint.school.nz or Ph 376 0096.

             St Paul’s College, Ponsonby

2011 Enrolments Open – Year 9

Catholic, State Integrated, Boys School

OPEN DAY THURSDAYS – BY APPOINTMENT

Personal guided tours conducted by the Principal for parents and prospective students.

Come and see us in action and find out what a personalized, Marist Christian Education can do for your son.

Contact the office for an appointment.

Telephone: (09) 376 1287

Email: stpauls@stpaulscollege.co.nz 

Website: www.stpaulscollege.school.nz 

Homestays Needed
We still need homestays for boys for the July and the August groups. Can you help? 

Contact Jill Charlton:jillc@ponsint.school.nz or phone on 376 0096x2 for more information.
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