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	Important Dates

9 March

Central Zone Swimming Competition at Diocesan School

11 March

3:30 – 8:00pm Student Led Conferences for Term 1 Module subjects
Central Zone Boys Cricket
15 March

6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting

18 March

School Photographs

24 March

7:00 – 9:30pm

Student Disco / Dance evening

30 March

7:00pm Showcase

31 March 

Central Zone Girls Cricket

7:00pm Showcase

1 April

3:10pm Term One ends 
Term One Reports come home

19 April 

Term 2 begins

26 April

6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting


	
	Student Led Conferences (repeat notice)
On Thursday 11 March from 3:30pm to 8:00pm the Module subjects (Art, Music, Performing Arts, Science, Structures and Mechanisms, Food and Bio Technology, Textiles and Design, Social Sciences and Learning Languages), will be holding their Mid Term Conferences in our Hall.

The Module subjects are the equivalent of one period a week for the whole year condensed into four periods a week for one term. The Mid Point Conference is to evaluate progress and to set goals for the remainder of the term in those subjects. Module subjects will change each term for the individual students. Over the year everyone will cover the eight subjects. Two subjects per term. 

Bookings can be made at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz using the school code YWUU4 (case sensitive). When booking could you please type your child’s room number next to their name. If you do not have access to the internet, bookings can be made online at the school office.

Board of Trustees Elections 2010

The tri-annual Board of Trustees Elections take place in May 2010. Several of our Board will be retiring due to the fact that their children have moved on to high school. Nomination forms will be mailed to you shortly by our Returning Officer and will also be available at the school office. 

If you would like to know more about becoming a Board member please give the Principal, Wim Boxen, a call.

Union Meeting

Teachers Union meetings which were scheduled to be held on the 18 March have been postponed until Term 2.
Boys Softball Zone Day

On Thursday 4th of March, Ponsonby travelled to Wesley Intermediate with a Year 7 and Year 8 team. Year 7 boys had 9 games ahead of them in a straight pool play round Robin. They started strongly but narrowly missed their first two games due to a count back on uneven innings. Throughout the day they had some great wins against Balmoral and Kowhai. The boys showed great fair play and team spirit as they kept positive throughout the day. The Year 7 team ended up 6th and missed out on 3rd place by only 3 points. 
The Year 8 side had a rocky start with a loss to Kowhai but fought back to win four games in a row including a great win over Mt Roskill. This game featured lots of home runs and a stunning catch by Jack Diamond. In the semi finals they were up against the favourites, Pasadena. Unfortunately after some tight fielding and unlucky strike-outs they went down by only one run. Pasadena went on to win the 


	tournament and the boys finished in a respectable 4th place. A huge thank you to the parents for transport and Ron Ramdin and Tagi Cole for Coaching the Year 7 side. 
The Reporting Process (repeat notice)

The Ponsonby Intermediate reporting process is as follows:

Every term a report will come home. This will contain grades for every subject area. The grades are for effort and achievement. All grades are compared against Level 4 of the National Curriculum. Year Seven students are progressing towards achievement at Level 4 and Year Eight students are expected to be achieving at Level 4. The mid year (Term Two) report for Year Eight students will also contain Form Teacher comments, as will the end of year report for Year Sevens. The Year Eights’ need a full report mid year for High School enrolment. The third term report will include a report of your child’s achievement, measured against the National Standards in Reading, Writing and Numeracy.

Student Led Conferences with parents, teachers and the student also occur throughout the year. The Module subjects have conferences half way through their programme – usually about Week Six of each term. The module subjects are Art, Performing Arts, Music, Science, Food and Biotechnology, Textiles and Design, Structures and Mechanisms, Social Sciences and Learning Languages. The Core subjects (all of the others) will have four evenings of Conferences in the middle of the year. Meetings with relevant teachers can also be arranged by appointment, to discuss individual students.

Girls Softball Zone Day

On March 2nd, Ponsonby took part in the Girls Central Zone softball day at Wesley Intermediate. Ponsonby had two teams, a Year 7 and a Year 8 team. The Year 7 team got off to a flying start with a win first up against St Therese and another against Balmoral. They went through their 9 round robin games with 6 wins and 3 losses. They finished 3rd overall with some excellent home runs from Madeline and great pitching by Brooke.

The Year 8 girls got off to a strong start with a great win against ANI. They followed up with another good win against Balmoral. Unfortunately they narrowly lost the next two games by uneven innings. Year 8 girls finished up 5th overall. Thank you to both teams who were positive throughout the day and showed great fair play. Thank you to the parents for transport and a special thanks to Linley for taking the Year 7 team.
	
	Councillor’s Comment

Swimming Sports was two weeks ago at Pt Erin Pools. It was great to see everyone taking part and chanting their hearts out for their houses. Hundreds of points were earned but in the end Totara came out on top. 

On the Thursday after Swimming Sports the Councillors, Mr Wilson and Mrs McIntosh went to Tinopai for Councillor’s camp. The camp was designed to help us develop leadership skills. Our first stop was Wenderholm, where we had a sand sculpture competition. We also went to Sheep World on the way, where we got to feed a variety of animals. We stayed the night at Mr Wilson’s bach. In the evening we planned many activities for the school, and had a lot of fun playing spotlight after it got dark. On the way back to school we went to visit a tiny country school. We got involved in their singing and swimming lessons.  Councillor’s camp was great fun and we learnt a lot about being councillors.                Oscar and Ruby
Overseas Trip

Sadly we have very recently received notification that our reciprocal bi annual visits to Japan with our sister school are no longer feasible. The leadership in the school has changed and the cultural exchange with us has slowly but steadily diminished. 

The prices for Japan have steadily increased and other factors such as the recession and Swine Flu have influenced their decision to stay as friends and to maybe renew the relationship at some future date, but to cease the exchanges in the meantime. 

As a result our Cultural Exchange this year will be with schools that have visited us from Hong Kong this year, who are very keen to build up a relationship with us. A group of 25 -28 students and 3 teachers from Ponsonby Intermediate will be travelling to Hong Kong and Macau. We are investigating two alternative departure dates, a possible date in July or  another in September. Travel dates will be confirmed within the next week.

Students wishing to take part in the trip are to apply in writing to Mr. Boxen explaining why they think they would make a great ambassador for Ponsonby Intermediate School and for New Zealand. 

The applications are due by Wednesday 24 March. All applicants will have an interview and those selected to be in the travelling group will be notified during the following week. 

We hope to keep the cost for the trip under $3500, final details will be confirmed in the next newsletter.
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	Bits and Pieces

Waterpolo

Our Waterpolo teams are preparing for the 2010 season. To present as professional teams we are working on team t-shirts. Do any interested parents have contacts for quality cotton t-shirts or t-shirt printing? Please email: katiem@ponsint.school.nz Katie Muller.

Ponsonby OSCAR/ Ponsonby Community Centre

School Holiday programme now available

Please contact Nane 3767 019 or Rob 378 1752

Or Email  nane@ponsonbycommunity.org.nz
Please ask about our family events happening through out the year.

Shore Dance

Dance in Birkenhead offers Pre-school dance, R.A.D. Ballet, American Jazz, and brand new Hip Hop classes. Boys and girls of all ages are welcome to come along and try out a class.  Enrol on our website: www.shoredance.co.nz or contact Whitney on (027) 4242444, or email

whitney@shoredance.co.nz
School Holiday Programme

Auckland SPCA will once again be running school holiday experiences. We are now celebrating our first successful year of our holiday programme and would love to have children from your school and community involved. Our programmes are educational as well as great fun for all children involved. 

Through learning and activities with animals, children develop skills of empathy, patience and compassion, along with meeting other animal loving children, often forming new friendships during this time.  Contact: Haley Easterbrook, Education and Conference Co-Ordinator


Auckland SPCA, DDI: 09 256 7312, Fax: 09 256 7314 

Email:haley.easterbrook@spca.org.nz 
www.spca.org.nz <http://www.spca.org.nz

Discount On School Fees

We are extending the offer of a 5% discount on school fees until 31 March 2010, if the fee and donation request is paid in full. 


	
	The Great Gladstone Gala 
Sunday 28th March, 10am-2pm
Come along & enjoy mini jeeps, bungee run, train ride, bouncy castle, merry go round, dunk the teacher, quick-fire raffles, silent auction, food stalls, market stalls, loads of entertainment and lots, lots more. A fun family day at Gladstone Primary School

Ponsonby Junior Rugby

Western Springs Stadium, Western Springs
 For enquiries phone Pam – 817-2127 or email  juniors@ponsonbyrugby.co.nz <mailto:juniors@ponsonbyrugby.co.nz
Drumming Lessons 

Lessons for beginner students by New Zealand’s Best Youth Drummer (Tauranga Jazz Festival 2009)

Individual tuition in all styles - Rock, Pop, Hip Hop, Jazz, Blues, $35 for 45mins

Miller Christensen-Yule (age 18) 

Ph: 09 378 4250 Mob: 021 265 2341

Chilean Relief Fund

For those who wish to assist Chileans affected by the recent earthquakes the Chilean Embassy in Auckland has set up the following bank account.

ANZ “Chilean Earthquake Humanitarian Relief Fund” Number 01-0505- 0327818-00

Homestay Families 

We have a visiting group from Hong Kong arriving in July. Their first night of homestay would be 16 July, the last night 31st July (15 nights). Payment is $32 per night per student ($480). Students can be  homestayed in pairs, or individually.

If you are interested in more information please email:jillc@ponsint.school.nz or contact Jill Charlton on 376 0096 x 2.

PTA/Friends of the School

 Calling all interested parents. The time has come for us to get together and have an informal meeting about

how we can support our wonderful school. If you are interested please send

an e-mail to (henrietted@ponsint.school.nz)

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Henriette Drake, Alison James and Margaret Marsick
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