	 Newsletter

“Trailblazing the path less travelled by”

                            10 February 2009
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	Important Dates

8 February

Visiting students from Hong Kong welcomed to Ponsonby Intermediate

9 February

Meet the Teacher Evening

10 February

E.O.T.C. (Education outside the classroom) programme starts

15 February

7:00pm Board of Trustees meeting

16 February

School Swimming Sports at Pt. Erin Pools

18 & 19 February

Councillors’ Camp with Mrs McIntosh & Mr Wilson

18 February

Farewell for Hong Kong visitors

23 February

Central Zone Girls Tennis

25 February

Central Zone Boys Tennis

2 March

Central Zone Girls Softball  Field Day

4 March

Central Zone Boys Softball 

Field Day


	
	Welcome

Welcome to another exciting year at Ponsonby Intermediate School. This newsletter is the first of many that you will receive throughout the year. It is a critical part of the communication channel between home and school. Newsletters are issued every second Wednesday. Please be aware and check your child's bag on the scheduled day. Important information and dates are often missed by parents because newsletters have not been delivered by their child. The newsletters are also available on our school’s website:

                      www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz
The Term has got off to a smooth start. To assist with orientation the first two days, Thursday and Friday, were spent with Form teachers. Subject classes started on Monday and no children managed to get lost! 

There has been a great deal of work behind the scenes to ensure that the organisation is in place for the programmes to work effectively.  The office staff have worked through the break to ensure that wherever possible, everything was ready on the first day back.  A huge amount of time and organisation has also gone into composing the classes for 2010. Gary Lawrence and his team placed all students in their classes using vast amounts of information and requests. A special thanks to all of these people and to all of the staff here for the efforts that they have made to ensure a successful start to 2010. 

We are all looking forward to a great year.

Student Safety

At the front gate on Clarence Street there are painted yellow lines which indicate that there should be no stopping or parking. These lines are there for reasons of safety. We also have a teacher on duty at the gate for safety reasons. While the majority of parents have proven to be responsible and have not picked up their children on these yellow lines there have been incidents when the teacher on duty has had to remind people about the existence of the yellow lines and the need for caution.

Clarence Street gets very busy at 3:10pm with children being picked up. This situation turns into a traffic jam on wet days, with the whole street getting blocked up. A very dangerous situation for hundreds of children exiting the school all at once.
There are alternatives to picking up your child at the front gate at 3:10pm. Firstly we have a rear car park at the bottom of Sheehan Street where there is far less traffic. Your child could meet you there. Another idea is to avoid the ‘Rush’ altogether, which only ever lasts 10 minutes, and pick your child up 10 – 15 minutes later than usual. 

The main car park on Clarence Street can not be used for picking up or dropping off children.

	Education Outside The Classroom
Our focus this term is “In Auckland, what adventures can we participate in and how can we advertise them?” This is also our theme for R.E.E.P. (Recovery, Enrichment, Extension, Programme). To support this theme Nick Wilson, our Co-Ordinator of Physical Education and Education Outside The Classroom, has organised an exciting whole school programme, where all of the students will be experiencing recreational adventures in Auckland City and then writing newspaper articles and building an advertising portfolio about their adventures, as part of the REEP programme.

All students will be involved in a wide variety of activities every Wednesday for Term 1, between 10:45am and 3:00pm.

 If you are interested and are able to assist with supervision please contact your child's Form Room Teacher. 

This programme is totally funded through the Activity Costs as stated in the 2010 charges. 
School Swimming Sports
Our School Swimming Sports will be held at Point Erin Pool, Tuesday 16 February 2010.

Year 7 Classes: Assemble on the Basketball Courts 

8:35am – walk to Point Erin Pools where the programme begins at 9:00am. Year Sevens will finish the programme at 12:00pm, have lunch at Point Erin Park and wait until Years Eights have entered the pool.

Year 8 Classes:
Assemble on the Basketball Courts 11:30am at the end of Interval. Walk to Point Erin Pools where the programme starts at 12:15pm. Finish at 2:30pm and walk back to school.
Students will need: Swimming togs, Towel, Sweater or Rain jacket, Sunhat, Sunscreen, Lunch and a Drink (in plastic container).
Championships will be held in Backstroke, Breaststroke, Freestyle and Butterfly. All events are 33 metres in length, apart from freestyle which is 100 metres. There are 2 fun races. 

All students must enter at least 2 events, and will accumulate House Points.
There is no use of the Point Erin Tuckshop, no Chewing Gum, and no Glass Bottles or Radios.

Parents are very welcome to attend.
	
	Councillors

Our school Councillors are exceptional students. They are models of expected behaviour, both in learning and social situations. They are more than Prefects, they are expected to display initiative, responsibility, reliability and consideration for others. We are extremely fortunate to have such fine ambassadors for our school. Our first eight Councillors for 2010 are: Ruby Payne, Oscar Coltman, Elena Brown, Maddie Cooper, George Harpur, Marlon Drake and Holly Fowler. Congratulations to you all.

Councillor’s Comment
Welcome back Year 8s we hope you will have another fun and enjoyable year at Ponsonby Intermediate. Year 7s welcome to the Ponsonby Experience we hope you will have much fun as the Year 8s did last year. Great kickoff to the start of the year guys we are sure Mr Lawrence will be very proud about how our school is looking! The Swimming Sports are approaching fast, so remember to buy some Speedos and swimming caps. Girls, remember bikinis are inappropriate and everyone remember to come in as much of your house colours as possible but no face paint or hair spray.

Holly, George and Maddie
Hats and Uniforms
All students should have received their uniforms  in the last two days. The uniform includes a school hat. All items should be clearly named.
School Web Site
Check out our new website at,

www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz.

At the school website you are able to enrol for automatic downloads of our fortnightly newsletter. Please log in and have a look. Constructive comments
about the site are welcome. Address any such comments to andyw@ponsint.school.nz
Discount On School Fees
We are extending the offer of a 5% discount on school fees until 31 March 2010, if the Fee and Donation request is paid in full. 

Term Overview
A copy of “Term One's Focus Questions and Thinking Strategies” for all Curriculum areas is attached to this newsletter.
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Focus Questions and Learning Intentions

Term 1 2010

	Schoolwide: Habits of Mind
	1.
	Persistence
	S.M.A.R.T Target: Get organised, and give it a go!

	
	2.
	Applying Past Knowledge to New Situations
	


	Week
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	English
	Year 7: Reading: Fairytales - How Important are they to a Culture? Will read and comprehend at chronological age (P.A.T). Will identify audience and purpose. Will identify features of Fairytale genre. Viewing: Will illustrate an aspect of a Fairytale. Writing: Will write an original Fairytale. Will use the correct language conventions. Speaking: Will read aloud to a group. Will create and perform a role – play based on an original Fairytale. Year 8:Through the Eyes of a Writer, what Inspires us to Write? Reading: Will read and comprehend at chronological age (P.A.T). Writing: Will write from personal inspiration. Will write a biography about a short story author. Will use correct language conventions (linked to biography). Will spell at chronological age (SAST) Presenting: Will create a Triorama or character model from interpretation of a short story. Speaking: Will read aloud to a group.

	
	

	Mathematics
	How might we use algebraic patterns in our everyday lives to solve problems? We will be investigating and finding rules and patterns to solve equations using algebraic formulas. How are polyhedrons used in our everyday lives? We will investigate and create 3-D objects and the nets that will go with these 3-D objects. 

	Science
	Mrs Marsick: Planet Earth and Beyond. ‘The Skies Above’. Astronomy: How does the wider universe affect/influence planet Earth? Meteorology: How do we monitor weather (short and long term forecast)?
Mr Spencer-Smith: Material World: How does pollution affect our environment? How do we understand the Material World through fair testing?

	Technology
	Structures & Mechanisms: Year 7 & 8: Using technological processes, can we echo the mastery of nature?

Textiles & Design: Year 7: How can we express our culture in a visual manner? Year 8: How can we make a teenager’s bedroom more comfortable?

	Social Sciences
	Antarctica - Should we exploit Antarctica for its natural resources?

	Learning Languages
	Year 7: German - Students are able to greet, farewell thank people and respond to greetings and thanks. Students are able to communicate their personal details, such as their age and where they live. Year 8: French - Students are able to greet, farewell, thank people and respond to greetings and thanks. Students are able to communicate their personal details, such as their age and where they live.

	Health & Physical Education
	P.E.: How do we throw, catch, field and hit small balls? (Cricket and Softball)

Health: How do we deal with bullying and stereotyping?

Home Economics: Year 7: How do we acquire skills to help ensure healthy nutritional understanding? Year 8: How do we utilise and demonstrate our understanding of healthy nutritional skills?

	Arts


	Visual Arts: Year 7: How can Maori art and the work of other cultures inspire an original composition? Year 8: What is ‘Popular Culture’ in art?
Music: Year 7: How can we create, rehearse and perform an effective piece of music using elements from different cultures? Year 8: How can we use music and visual images to present a positive message?

Performance Arts: Year 7: - How can improvisation be used to develop ideas? How can the elements of dance be used to create and present? Year 8 - How can we use personal experiences to create narrative and physical theatre?

	R.E.E.P
	EOTC: Can participate and contribute towards adventures in Auckland. In Auckland, what adventures can we participate in and how can we advertise them? Writing: (Assessed). Can write a newspaper article that promotes Ponsonby and Central Auckland. Reading: (Assessed) Can identify the main ideas of a published text. Will create an advertising portfolio to advertise adventures in Auckland. This may include postcards, billboards, storyboards, photos and captions, speech bubbles, thank you letters, writing. (Not assessed)


